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FIREFLY

INSPIRED BY THE
SUBSTANCE AND
STYLE OF J CLASS
YACHTS, THE
HOEK-DESIGNED
FIREFLY' IS AN
INNOVATIVE,
ADVANCED AND
PERSONAL
SAILING YACHT
THAT IS — QUITE
LITERALLY — IN

A CLASS OF

HER OWN
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Firefly s owner was Instrumental in the
design of the yacht's deck layout, which
he wanted (o be both practical and
aesthelically pleasing. She has a yellow
cedar deck (above) and all deck gear,
winches and custom aluminium fitlings

are anodised In grey (left and above lefi),

She provided our reporter with a short
burst of greal upwind sailing (opposite)

Al the Antigua Classic Yacht Regatta in
2010, the Dutch owner of Alert — the Philip
Rhodes 19.8-metre eruising ketch = was captivated by
the speed and heany of the | Class yachits Velsheds and
Ranger, He decided 1o commission a bot that would
resemble the | Classes, bt be as small as possible with
the potential to beat them in any . wind  conditions.
Astonishingly, the boat thar resulied from this ideq -
Firefly, mamed after a hill-top restaurant he visiied in
Mustique soon after the Antigua regatta — was sailing
just nine months later.

The Dutch companics he chose o produce the boat
bl s wealih of | Chass experience; Hock Design recently
optimised the designs of four | Class yachts, Bloemsma
Aluminiumbouw has built three | Class hulls, and one of
these, Lionheart, was completed by Clagsen Shipyarnds,

The frst plates were cot at the end of July last year,
and at the Monaco Yaclt Show in September 2010 the
owner met Mark van Gelderen - an experienced Extreme
40 and maxi boat sailor — and recruited him as Cipain,

The owner has a great eye for detail which he lias
used 1o great effect in his fashion business! says van
Gelderen. ‘He was involved in o lot of the detiled
design work such as the deck Fayout which he wanted to
be aesthetically pleasing, although | also had an input o
make sure it was practical !

W plinned key decision moments, says Joachim
Kielt, managing director of Blocmsma Aluminiumbouw
and project manager for Firefly's hull construction andd
rig. “We never had to wail for an answer, as the owner
was able to make decisions on the spot. This way we
could speed vp the construction process even more,

She was launched in May and the following month -
after a seven-day delivery trip from Timuiden in northern
Hollimd 1o Palma in Mallorea, during which she surfed
down a wive at 28 knots hoatspeed in the Bay of Blscay
— she competed in the Superyacht Cup. Since then she
has riced in the Maxi Yacht Rolex Cup in Porto Cervo
el @t Les Voiles de Saint Tropez.

She s undoubtedly similar t0 a | Class above the
waterine, with her mainly flush deck, lomg overhangs and
high-aspect Fractional rig. Bl her underwater shape is a
different story, with a canoe body and fin and bully keel
which, at 30 1onnes, gives her a 50 per cent ballast ratio,

I wanted her o have feminine lines and masculine
performance;’ the owner explains. She has a swept deck
in yellow eecar — chosen over teak for its lightness in

colour and weight — and dark varnished mahogany

“I'he owner has a great eye lor detail, which he
has used to areat e sllect in his fashion business.
He was involved in a lot of the detailed de Sign

work such as the deck an:l



FIREFLY

fliﬂih(:]' than have a | Class with a heavy interior which owners often don’t use,
it makes more sense to have an I¥ Class and also a motor yac it as a mother a]np
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covering boards and the companionwary hateh surround,
Lewmar  deck  gear, Harken  winches  and - custom
aluminium fittings such as werail supports are anodisced
i a matching grey colour, as specified by the owner,

The ingenious circular forchareh, aided by pas strats,
hinges down and s 180 degrees so it cam be stowed
undler the foredeck. This gives a clear opening with a 1,2
meire diameter that allows casy access for sail stowing
= as does the 90 centimetre-wide main companionway.
This leads o a Tunctional, stripped-out rcing interior
with few concessions 1o comfon or privacy. The Lyout
is simple and includes o galley 1o port and @ navigation
stition to starboand; stowage lockers with zipped Fabric
fronts; o shower compartment o port and heads o
starboard; and ten folding pipe cots in the forepeak.

The owner was particulady keen o source items Trom
companies in the Netherdands, which van Gelderen says
'made communication casy”. The carhon and PBO rig is
from Hall Spars in Breskens and Smart Rigging in Joure,
for instance, A Dutch connection is also evident in the
use of the colour onmge throughout the oat,

“The owner decided he wanted orange o appear in
many places, such as the boot op, some of the ropes,
the gennakers, crew clothing and even the blades of the
ventilation fans,' Victor Weerens, project manager of the
fit-cant, tells me, The boat also Nies an omnge, white and
Blue ensign, the Dutch fag under William of Ornge.

While the orlginal intention was 1o mee competitively
against the | Classes, another idea had taken hokl, and
that was to start a one-design class with Firefly as the
prototype. Her owner and the companies that created
her have formed the F Class Assoclation to promote this.

“When we lnished with the designs we alked abou it
with people in the industry,” Kieft says, ‘people were very
keen onit, Rather than lave o] Claiss with a heavy interior
which owners often don’t use, it makes mone sense 1o
have an F Class and a motor yacht as a mother ship.

Since we lannched the boatl everyone has heen all
over us which is really nice,” adds van Gelderen, ‘It will
e pood to promote the class, The systems are relatively
easy and the running costs are way bess than a ]

A Dbox rule has been Tormulated o ensure that the
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FIREFLY

LOA 3532m T capacity Cum‘s_lrllcll.m: Bloemsma Aluminfumbauw * en Shipyards
LWL 72.23m B lres Alurminivm

Maval architocture, 27734

Beam 5.5
rlor and oxtorior

Draught Wi Oenaralor
lifting keel F Steyr 104hp
Afr Draught 41.5m Fuel capaoity
900 Litra s

ards.com

Displacement 40 lonnes

Dockwise Yacht Transport - a .wmh' dlecision
given reports of her inevitable  “submarine

Towinntedd o unite beaiy with specd,” says the owier,
wha is cleardy defighted with the boat e describes s, )
tendencies a0 sea — anc she will then |II:!";'1,‘ the
oppoitunity 1o mce against Velshedt and

Ranger, the relitively established 1‘:ul“\q:u[5

modern weehnolopy inoan old jfacket’. He |t't'l.'|1ill1.'
bowgsht the motor yacht Nonsde as 0 mother ship

anl s renaming her Bartender o T Better e the
IYNA of Fireth, '

As this feature goes 1o press Firefly is being |

which inspircd her concepion, “That ]

|
will Dbe  really nice) says van 55
prepared Tor wavel o the Caribibean  with Gelderen. I will be the real west. 2

\

The sl plan and cockpit vl
be the save fr fulure 7 class fadhts
bt obler clanayes can e mads 1"|

B |
e

iyl froma both Hoe E"J.{!l'r],'ln and
Hoe moiner ensved Hoe dack 'lw]wl'
wios pracheal and attractive

The ypeht's practial ‘
inferar spaces axe
tlc’ﬁ"d?'jwe:d fo make YOLing)
ensi rather Hoon for
f:mm'whl‘rﬁ:: Crusing)

Firefla s relavhively
sple fo sal, for/
expmple, she hap
u.\zrjmrwh'.: pof_less
spnnakers
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